conventionally have been understood as being discretely bounded, structured, and stable. On the other, it introduces a dimension of emergence into phenomena proffering them a degree of uncertainty and unpredictability. The thinking posits that as connections between parts are temporally and spatially fixed to form an entity, they forge new material, collective and discursive relations that simultaneously make a phenomenon perceptible, invest it with meaning, and extend to it possibilities and constraints.
Understanding indigeneity as an assemblage, we map out in this chapter the constellation of institutions that materialized the notion of indigenous identity on the global scene -outlining its form and investing it with specific meanings. We explore how particular languages, conceptualizations, and practices in the United Nations (UN) and multilateral institutions drew out and made recognizable specific qualities, capacities, and possibilities of and for native peoples. And we outline how this internationalized understanding has been both in accord with and incongruous with the lived experiences of native peoples. In addition to being remarkably empowering, an internationally recognized and sanctioned identity of 'indigenous' can also have eliding and constraining tendencies. Our point is that specific assemblages create regimes of recognition, as well as non-recognition. Upon achieving a global status, indigenous identity has both materialized impressive possibilities for many peoples and precluded possibilities for other native peoples whose lives do not conform as such and are thus disavowed. In particular, we explore: (1) the institutionalization of indigenous identity; (2) the incongruities between international proclamations and native experience; (3) the problematics of a language of rights; and (4) possibilities to broaden regimes of recognition. Indigenous identity, we argue, contains all these often countervailing forces.
The international institutionalization of the category 'indigenous people'
Perhaps most significant in forging a globally recognized identity of native peoples has been the international institutionalization of the category 'indigenous people'. Over the course of the twentieth century, a number of major international institutions, long aware of the predicament of marginalized peoples in the face of national development plans and their enduring history of discrimination, have raised concerns about the ways and means of protecting native cultural and physical well-being. Within the past decades, diverse UN agencies created specific charters recognizing the need to address the marginalization of indigenous communities and to accord them greater political and economic capacity. The International Labour Organization (ILO) was the first international institution to draw attention to indigenous issues, its efforts dating back to 1957 with the adoption of ILO Convention 107 concerning the protection
